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Foreword

Joan Glode

Mi’Mag Family and Children’s Services of Nova Scotia

In my busy life asa social work administrator

growing evidencethat indicatesthat this population

mother grandmotherand board and committee experiences childhood maltreatmend intervention
person,l comeinto daily contactwith individuals for maltreatmentdifferently than non-Aboriginal
andgroupswho representhe broadcrosssectionof  youthwhile anotheexamshepossibldinks between
ourcommunitiesandfamiliesaswell astheagencies childhood maltreatment and subsequentalcohol
we work with andthe governmenigroupsthatfund misuse. Otherarticlesdescriberesearchor programs
us. Sharingpicturesof my grandsorhassuperceded thathavefound respectfuland culturally appropriate

storiesaboutmy dogsbut the essentiathingsin life
remain the same:working with our staf and with
our communityto understandand addressboth the
emeging and ongoing needsof our families and
childrenwhichincludegheaboriginalkchildren:MZtis,
StatusandNon Statusndianandinuit childrenwhich
theprovincetransferao my agencyMiOkmawamily
whentheybecomepermanentareandcustody This
currentissueof the Journalcontainsa timely cluster
of articles which focus on culturally relevantand
age appropriateinterventionsand supportsfor our
youth, manyof whom havebeeninvolvedwith child
welfare.Onearticlearguesthattheuniguechallenges
thataboriginalyouthfaceasthey makethetransition
from childhoodto adulthoodare compoundedy the

ways of engagingyouth and community members
to identify needsand gapsin servicesand suggest
programsandserviceghatcouldbemeaningfuko the

lives of youthin the community Many of thearticles

also documenttheir processfor obtaining ethical

approvaland community consentand provide some
guiding principles and practiceswhen conducting
researchin a First Nation or Aboriginal community

A numberof thearticlescomefrom my own MiOkmagq
community inAtlantic Canada.

Congratulationsand thanksto all of our current
contributorsgspeciallythecommunitymembersvho
sharedtheir stories.You have provided useful and
timely information while suggestingareasthat need
additional work.



